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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Pennines Township.

Highways
The Highways Service has completed the routine maintenance of all the road 
gullies in Pennines and are currently receiving a number of service requests to 
clear blocked gullies in the Township. Winter Service has also started with Council 
gritter vehicles being deployed across the Highway network and the high spots of 
Pennines Township.
In the period since the last update four Township Commissions have been 
approved and Highways have started work on these commissions, five 
commissions are currently being reviewed by Township for funding to be potentially 
provided to Highways for priority issues.

Library Service
We have just hosted an extremely successful 5th Literature and Ideas Festival that 
was attended by over 3000 people. Highlights included Terry Waite, Alan Johnson, 
Mandasue Heller and the event was closed by poet Tony Walsh. 
Littleborough library hosted an event – Thrills and Quills – where customers were 
invited to write a letter to Jane Austen. To mark the 200th anniversary of Jane 
Austens death customers were invited to write a letter to Jane outlining what it’s like 
living in the Northwest in 2017. The event was to celebrate the art of letter writing 
and a digital book of 200 selected letters will be produced.
 

Wardle library has been using reminiscence packs with a local group that have 
proved very successful. The art group has produced some great artwork and 
Volunteers have dressed the windows and they look fabulous.

Youth Service
The Tuesday session at Milnrow youth group is becoming a really positive session.  
The group have taken part in some outdoor learning sessions at our forest site in 
Littleborough. We have concentrated on safety awareness with the girls in this 
quarter, informal and productive discussions have taken place highlighting personal 
safety, online safety and staying safe. The young girls also enjoyed an outdoor 
education session at our forest site where they worked on their team and 
communication skills and general outdoor education. They are now planning the 
annual Mayors Youth Awards for the borough.  The Thursday session has 
reopened as an open access session for the young people, youth workers have 



been conducting some positive works with the young people who are now planning 
on making an impact in the community. They have learnt baking skills and are 
planning to host local elderly residents in an inter-generational coffee evening event 
in December to conclude the project. It is hoped that this will be the first step 
towards improving relationships between the young people and the community in 
Milnrow. They have also been using rapping workshops to help them express 
themselves from which we hope that the young people will present a rap and a 
dance routine to the local community at the coffee evening.

From September there has been some big improvements regarding the behaviour 
of young people in and around Smallbridge youth club. The young people have 
created ground rules for the youth club which everyone attending has agreed to. 
The youth club gives young people an opportunity to use the computers and 
resources that they do not have access to at home to complete homework and 
improve their grades at school. A lot of the young people have discussed that this is 
a real help to them and it is making it easier for them to complete their homework 
instead of not doing it. 
Since September issues have been identified such as drugs, healthy relationships 
and bullying within the group. The youth workers have led discussion regarding 
these issues where the young people have asked questions and took ownership of 
the session discussing the difficulties for the young people on the Smallbridge 
estate. Following on from these discussions we have been working with young 
people about aspirations and positive planning for their futures.

Youth workers have been engaging young people through street based work in the 
Pennines. discussions have been held with young people who are causing anti-
social behaviour at the tram stops, this is an ongoing piece of work which we hope 
to overcome with partnership working

Public Realm

Current Updates
ASB joint visits with GMP continue to be undertaken in order to try and resolve 
issues locally including neighbour disputes. 
CCTV deployments are checked and monitored regularly in conjunction with 
PCSOs.
Environmental Management receive complaints via the call centre regarding fly 
tipping, abandoned vehicles, graffiti, fly-posting and untidy gardens which the 
Public Realm Inspector (PRI) acts upon quickly to resolve.  If evidence of offenders 
is available or witnesses are willing to provide statements an Enforcement action is 
pursued and managed by the PRI.
PRI has served several legal notices throughout April – Sept 2017 upon traveller 
encampments in Milnrow which have caused damage to Stanneybrook Park.  Legal 
Orders have been used in order to clear the sites. 
Inspectors are dealing with reports of anti-social behaviour at Milnrow Precinct 
involving groups of youths, possibly from other areas, entering the premises and 
stealing goods and intimidating staff.  
Dog fouling patrols are conducted regularly across the Township. Environmental 
Wardens are patrolling the Pennines regularly issuing Fixed Penalty Notices for 
littering, dog fouling etc



Township Community News

Remembrance Sunday 
Crowds of people gathered across the Pennines to pay their respects at 
Littleborough, Milnrow and Wardle Services. Attendance grows year after year in 
particular the number of young people and families attending which is great to see. 
There has been a lot of time spent in arranging the parade and the service in 
Littleborough this year, thanks is given to the community representatives that have 
worked hard all year to ensure the event is safe and enjoyable for all.

Township Funding 
Funding has been approved for the following: wooden sheep and lamb sculptures 
in prominent locations around the Pennines; Littleborough Library to host a silent 
disco; Wardle Brass Bands to purchase new instruments; Milnrow and Districts 
Carnival Committee for 2018 celebrations. 

Pennines in Bloom
The group were awarded with a record number of Gold Awards for their entries this 
year, their yearlong hard work and preparations certainly paid off. Thanks to 
funding from Pennines Township, a number of new schemes were introduced. The 
group are already making preparations for next year. 

Small Business Saturday
Shops and businesses in Littleborough and Milnrow took part in the window 
dressing competition; the standard was really high this year making it difficult job for 
the judges. Raffles were held for shoppers in a bid to increase footfall and 
encourage people to shop local.  

Christmas Lights Switch On
Littleborough celebrated their Christmas lights switch on event with lots of family 
activities throughout the day, a parade and the turning on of the lights. The event is 
organised by Littleborough Events and Associations Forum who once again did a 
great job. 

Councillor John Blundell
Pennines Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township


